208            SPIRITUAL VOICES

moments  of  silent  prayer  before  rising  to  his
feet.

Morley has copied from the " Diary" a few
illustrations of what the Bible meant to Gladstone
in hours of strain. " On most occasions of very
sharp pressure or trial, some word of Scripture
has come home to me as if borne on angel's
wings. Many could I recollect. The Psakns
are a great storehouse. In the Oxford contest of
1847, which was very harrowing, the verse, * O
Lord God, Thou strength of my health, Thou
hast covered my head in the day of battle.' On
Monday, April 17, 1853 (his first budget speech)
it was, c O turn Thee then unto me, and have
mercy upon me: give thy strength unto thy"
servant, and help the son of thine hand-
maid/ "

" At heart Gladstone is a solitary man," wrote
Bulwer Lytton in drawing up his horoscope.
When Morley found the strange document he
added a note: "In this, the stars knew what
they were talking about." But the stars gave
no such message. It was "at heart" that he
was not solitary. Outwardly, at times, he seemed
to his companions to stand alone; but in the deep